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Feb. 4 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Appointment of Antonio Benedi as Special Assistant to the President
and Deputy Director of Presidential Appointments and Scheduling
February 4, 1992

The President has announced his inten-
tion to appoint Antonio Benedi to be Spe-
cial Assistant to the President and Deputy
Director of Presidential Appointments and
Scheduling.

From 1989 to the present, Mr. Benedi
has served as the Deputy Director of the
Office of Presidential Appointments and
Scheduling. Prior to this, he served as Coor-
dinator and then Director of Special
Projects and Initiatives in the Office of the
Vice President, Office of Advance, 1985–
89. He also served as Special Assistant to
the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education at the Department of

Education, 1983–85. Mr. Benedi was the
Special Assistant to the Director of AC-
TION, the Federal domestic volunteer
agency, 1981–83. In 1980, he worked on
the National Reagan-Bush Campaign Com-
mittee.

Mr. Benedi graduated from George
Mason University in Fairfax, VA, receiving
a bachelor of arts degree in psychology. He
was born August 5, 1955, in Havana, Cuba.
He left Cuba in 1960 for Honduras and
moved with his family to Virginia in 1962.
He is married to the former Maria T.
Fernandez, has two sons, Tony and Jamie,
and resides in Springfield, VA.

Appointment of Linda Eischeid Tarplin as Special Assistant to the
President for Legislative Affairs for the Senate
February 4, 1992

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Linda Eischeid Tarplin to be Spe-
cial Assistant to the President for Legislative
Affairs for the Senate.

Since 1990 Mrs. Tarplin has served as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Legislation
at the Department of Health and Human
Services. Prior to this she was the Director
of Policy, Planning and Legislation for the

Office of Human Development Services,
1989–90; Special Assistant to the Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Legislation, 1986–89;
and legislative assistant to Representative
Bill Frenzel, 1985–86.

Mrs. Tarplin graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. She was born January 23,
1961, in Carroll, IA. She is married to Rich-
ard Tarplin and resides in Arlington, VA.

Appointment of Leigh Ann Metzger as Deputy Assistant to the
President for Public Liaison
February 4, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Leigh Ann Metzger as Deputy
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison.

Since 1990 Ms. Metzger has served as
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Special Assistant to the President for Public
Liaison. Prior to this she was coalitions and
organization director at the National Repub-
lican Congressional Committee and legisla-
tive director for Phyllis Schlafly’s Eagle
Forum in Washington, DC. In 1987, Ms.
Metzger also served as the Director of the
Pornography Commission Report Project,
an effort designed to highlight the release
of the Attorney General’s Commission re-

port. Ms. Metzger has worked on Capitol
Hill for then-freshman Congressman Patrick
L. Swindall. In addition, she was the Atlanta
office manager for the Georgia Reagan-
Bush ’84 campaign.

Ms. Metzger is a graduate of Samford
University in Birmingham, AL, receiving a
bachelor of arts degree in 1984. She was
born in Decatur, GA, and currently resides
in Alexandria, VA.

Remarks to the Small Business Legislative Council
February 5, 1992

Thank you all very much. And Phil, thank
you for the welcome, the kind introduction.
Bob Banister, congratulations on being
named chairman-elect of the SBLC. John
Satagaj, thanks for your hard work in put-
ting this wonderfully successful meeting to-
gether. And greetings, also, to Ted Olsen
and John Kemp, who has done wonderful
work in helping small business implement
the ADA, the Americans with Disabilities
Act. It was great a minute ago—I don’t see
him this second—to see my friend, Josh
Smith, the Chairman, sitting over here, of
the President’s Council on Minority Busi-
ness, a successful businessman himself.

Today, what I wanted to do is to follow
up on some of the things that I discussed
in the State of the Union Address. I really
do enjoy going up to the Hill to deliver
the State of the Union. It’s the only time
all year that you can get so many politicians
so polite and understanding for so long.
[Laughter] It’s a wonderful feeling.

As you know, we’ve had a hectic week,
from the State of the Union Address to re-
leasing the budget to meeting with Boris
Yeltsin. During this Presidency, I think it’s
fair to point out that the cold war has drawn
to an end. We led the coalition that shoved
Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait. Peace talks
between ancient enemies have begun in the
Middle East. The Soviet Union has col-
lapsed, and we’ve begun working with its
successor States. The whole world has
changed. And still, some people say, ‘‘Hey,
is that all? What have you done for us late-
ly?’’ [Laughter] I’d say, no, but it’s a good

start, and we recognize that we’ve got many
other things to be working on, as I’ve been
trying to do.

And now that we can look past the bur-
dens of the cold war, we can do what we
do best: create, innovate, build, produce,
and lead. This afternoon, I’m going to be
signing the Economic Report to the Presi-
dent. And it will not only describe and ex-
plain the causes of our current economic
difficulties, it will also explain why virtually
all economic analysts expect this economy
to improve. More importantly, it will explain
why if Congress enacts my progrowth poli-
cies, the improvement in the economy will
be quicker, stronger, and much more cer-
tain.

In the State of the Union, I presented
a comprehensive action plan for our econ-
omy. Today I want to discuss what that
means for you. Think of this as my ‘‘small
business State of the Union.’’ My plan starts
with what I can do as President without
any congressional action required. We’ve
taken a whole series of actions—I won’t
mention them all—but a series of actions
to stimulate investment and get the econ-
omy moving. These, as I say, don’t need
congressional approval.

A couple of initiatives have earned kudos
from this crowd. First, I have ordered major
Departments and Agencies to put a 90-day
hold on implementing new regulations.
Regulations ought to foster economic
growth, not crush it. And we’re going to
make sure that the days of overregulation
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